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Minimum requirements for the periodic inspecƟon, tesƟng, and maintenance of fire protecƟon systems should be
part of the regular scheduled prevenƟve maintenance program for any facility equipped with a sprinkler system.
The accumulaƟon of sawdust and wood bi-products in woodworking operaƟons can create condiƟons that result
in the failure of protecƟve systems. 

The NaƟonal Fire ProtecƟon AssociaƟon has specifically addressed several areas that need to be included in the
rouƟne maintenance and clean-up operaƟons for any woodworker. The areas that need to be addressed that relate
to sawdust and wood products include maintenance of fire protecƟon systems. 

The general responsibility for the owner or occupant of a building regarding fire protecƟon systems is to provide
periodic inspecƟon, tesƟng and maintenance of the equipment. The maintenance for a woodworking operaƟon
includes the cleaning off of the accumulaƟon of sawdust on the sprinkler system piping, heads, and alarm devices.
Cleaning should be by brushing or vacuum method and not by blowing off the accumulaƟon with compressed air
nozzles or other devices. 

Including periodic inspecƟon and cleaning of fire protecƟon systems will also prevent the buildup of sawdust on
building systems. The buildup of sawdust and wood products can lead to an unusual fire exposure and can inhibit
the effecƟveness of the fire detecƟon and suppression systems should a fire occur.

Below are the NFPA guidelines for Sprinkler System InspecƟon, TesƟng, & Maintenance.
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All InspecƟon Control Valves (not locked or supervised) Assure valve is open; no leakage
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DPV InspecƟon Pressure Gauges (no air press. monitor) Assure normal pressures are maintained
DPV InspecƟon Check Drip Drums for CondensaƟon (during 

cold weather)
Assure water is not building up in low points

All InspecƟon Fire Department ConnecƟons Check accessibility; caps in place; no leakage

All InspecƟon Control Valves (locked or supervised) Assure valve is open & locked / supervised; no 
leakage

DPV InspecƟon Pressure Gauges (with air press.monitor) Assure normal pressures are maintained
DPV InspecƟon External InspecƟon of Valve Check for physical damage, leakage
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supply; assure control valve is open
All Maintenance Exercise Post Indicator Valves Assure adequate mechanical operaƟon of PIV 

and that valve is completely open
DPV InspecƟon Dry Pipe Valve Priming Water Level Assure priming water level is adequate
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DPV Test Waterflow Alarm Test - use of alarm by-pass 
valve

Assure adequate operaƟon of audible alarm & 
transmission of signal to supervising company

DPV Test Low Air Pressure Alarm Test Assure adequate operaƟon of alarm when air 
pressure drops significantly

DPV Test Test Quick Opening Device (QOD) Assure adequate operaƟon of QOD
WPV Test Waterflow Alarm Test - use of inspector's test 

connecƟon
Assure adequate operaƟon of audible alarm & 
transmission of signal to supervising company
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Test Fire DetecƟon System Test Assure adequate operaƟon of fire detecƟon 
system signal which releases water into the 
branch lines

All InspecƟon Sprinkler Piping - External InspecƟon Assure no leaks, damage, corrosion, or 
misalignment
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All Maintenance Lubricate OS&Y valve stems Assure adequate operaƟon of valve
DPV Test/Insp. ParƟal Trip Test / InspecƟon of Valve Interior Assure adequate operaƟon of dry pipe valve
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freezing temperatures

WPV Test Test Freezing Point of AnƟfreeze SoluƟon Assure that soluƟon will not accidentally 
freeze during cold weather
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adequate operaƟon of QOD (if any); & water 
reaches most remote point in system within 1 
min.

All InspecƟon Alarm Valve & Check Valve - Internal 
InspecƟon

Assure adequate operaƟon of valve

All Test Test RepresentaƟve Sample of Sprinkler Heads 
with Temperature RaƟng of Extra High or 
Greater

Assure adequate operaƟon of heads
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DPV Maintenance Internal Pipe ExaminaƟon (Note 1: First exam. 

may be performed 15 yrs. aŌer system placed 
in service) (Note 2: Exam. must be performed 
immed. aŌer evidence of foreign mat'l or 
obstrucƟon found) 

Assure adequate flow of water through all 
branch lines without obstrucƟon
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All Test Test RepresentaƟve Sample of All Sprinkler 
Heads

Assure adequate operaƟon of heads
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